PARLIAMENTARIAN

To jf. Bruce Glasier.                        Lossiemouth,

ipth August, 1910.

To knock about the world after Copenhagen is forbidden to
us. We leave with much reluctance our little ones here
under the charge of our new "Jennie Davies," and the soul
within me is tired. I did not know how tired till I came up
here. So we want to get back and we grudge the time we are
away. I am specially sorry you cannot go to Hamburg.
I wanted to get Hardie too but was told not to take him.
I hope he will not be offended when he hears of the meeting;
but we may arrange for him to come when we all get
together at Copenhagen. I have had another letter from
Siidekum.1 He wants to raise a row with "the Prussians"
at Copenhagen. He declines to "coo like a bear" any longer
and is practising English idiom, so as to express himself
in German with sufficient nastiness. . . .

At Whitsun in the previous year, a delegation from the
Labour Party paid a visit to Germany, and was given a
civic reception in a number of towns, and a lunch in the
Reichstag building, at which both MacDonald and von
Bethmann-Hollweg spoke. This expedition involved
more conviviality and less controversy than the Con-
gresses of the International. But even here there were
difficulties. The Labour delegation was being feted by
German municipalities and other non-Socialist hosts.
This of course was contrary to every canon of class-
conscious international Socialism. The German Socialists
were horrified. They dispatched eloquent and volumin-
ous letters of protest to England, and soon were able to
display a critical article in the Labour Leader to their
over-friendly visitors. The tourists were surprised, but
obstinate. They had come out as a delegation from the
Parliamentary Labour Party to visit the German people,

1 A Socialist Member of the German Reichstag, who had lectured in Britain
trader I.L.P. auspices in 1908.
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